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Overview

A The Zamucoan family (a brief note)
A Zamucoan possessive inflection

A Reconstruction of Proto-Zamucoan
possessive inflection

A Areal contact and morphological borrowing
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The Zamucoan family
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The Zamucoan family

The first stable contact with Zamucoan populations took
place in the early 18th century in the reduction of San
Ignacio de Samuco.

The Jesuit Ignace Chome wrote a grammar of Old Zamuco
(Arte de la lengua zamuca).

The Chamacoco established friendly relationships by the
end of the 19th century.

The Ayoreo Gurrendedoat the middle of the last century;
there are still a few small nomadic bands in Northern
Paraguay.



The Zamucoan family: internal classification

*Proto-Zamucoan

Old Zamuco Ayoreo Chamacoco

AOId Zamuco and Ayoreo are very close to each other, but
share no more than 30% of their lexicon with Chamacoco.

AThe split of Chamacoco from Old Zamuco and Ayoreo must

have occurred long ago (Holman et al. 2011; Mdller et al.
2013).
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The Zamucoarfamily

Main typologicalfeatures

Fusionalstructure

- Word orderfeatures
- SVO

-  Genitive+Noun

- Noun+ Adjective



The Zamucoarfamily

Chamacoco, my fieldwork Ayoreo, Pier Marco

Research goals at Scuola Normale Superiore:

-Description of Zamucoan inflectional morphology (Ciucci 2013)
-Descriptive grammar of Ayoreo

-Descri ptive grammar of Ancient Zi
-Descri ptive grammar of Chamacoco
-Reconstruction of Proto-Zamucoan morphology



