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In this talk, we report on our psycholinguistic and computational investigation currently developed 
within the 2011-2012 ESF-funded collaborative project “Phonotactic effects on morphological 
structure – Psycho-computational studies on Italian, French, English and German”.    

In particular, we present the results of a computational experiment on German which has been run 
with the PHACTS algorithm for phonotactic generalizations ([1,2]), as well as the preliminary 

results of a behavioral experiment with Austrian German native speakers. Both experiments deal 
with the morphonotactic hypothesis ([3,4]), according to which morphologically produced clusters 
are treated differently than morpheme internal clusters in language processing and acquisitio n.  

We basically are interested in verifying whether such disparity in clusters’ treatment surfaces at the 
level of phonotactic processing. 
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