Habituality in Udmurt

In my presentation, | aim to specify the ways hadlity is expressed in Udmurt, an
endangered Finno-Ugric language in the Russianr&gde.

First, | would like to address some central iss@dating to the notion of habituality and
its connection with the notions of pluractionalitigrativity, and gnomic imperfectivity, as
there are differing opinions among scholars workimthis field. After that, | will discuss the
expressions of habituality in the Udmurt dialectsd an the literary language, relying on
dialectal texts, a novel, as well as blogs, and enodhort stories. | would like to take into
consideration the analysis of, e.g., Bertinetto baaci (2012) and examine, how my data fits
in with their analysis.

In Udmurt, habituality can be expressed by a nundfenarkers (they denote habitual
meaning alongside other meanings):

1. The frequentative suffix can denote events liagipen regularly and are characteristic of a
whole period, thus, that are habitual events:
(1) Northern (Kelmakov 2006: 174)

yai' 11 aHa KQJIBIK-HOC ~ KaXXHOU ap-d mpdsp  mpa3 H UK HYyHaJI-)
long.time.ago people-PL every year-ILL garb festival day-ILL
OLILBI 7' yKac' Kbl-1-HU-3bl.

there.ILL get.together-FRV-1PST-3PL

'A long time ago, people got together every yea tstival called 'gerber’.’
In very rare cases, frequentative suffix occurréth \stative verbs, describing situations
which are characteristic of a time period:
(2) Northern (Kelmakov 2006: 185)
BaJl 11 OH HyH TpoC MHMAap-JIbl OCKBI-JI-U-3bI
long.time.ago very much God-DAT believe-FRVSIP3PL
'A long time ago, lots of people used to believé&iod.’
These kinds of situations are referred in some wagkhabituals (see, e.g., Comrie 1976),
too.

2. One of the functions of a compound tense, theafled durative preterite is to describe a
situation which is habitual:
(3) Southern (Kelmakov 2006: 222)
aKarka bpia KypaKkIly3 Oyia-c’ k-om BaJl.
Easter time egg paint-PRS-1PL COP.1PST
‘At Easter we used to paint eggs.’
It occurres with stative verbs, too (without anyrplktional meaning):
(4) Northern (Kelmakov 2006: 173)
yar' 1’ o OTBIH yAMYpPT' T-' OC yJI-0 BaJl
long.time.ago there Udmurt-PL  live-PRS.3PL CIST
‘A long time ago, Udmurts used to live there.’

3. Another compound tense, the so-called futuréepte seems to be able also to express
habituality (Kelmakov — Hannikainen 2008: 70).dems to occure in very rare cases, though:
e.g., there are no examples found in the Udmurehard only one in the dialectal texts so
far:

(5) Central (Kelmakov 2006: 211)

BaB-€] BEpa-Jjo-3 BaJl

grandmother-Px2SG say-FUT-3SG COP.1PST



‘Your grandmother used to say it.’

| plan to specify the partially overlapping funceigoof these tenses and the frequentative
suffix. | plan also to examine the role of differemdverbials that are compatible with
pluractional sentences.
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