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We analyse tongue tip velocity contours at word boundaries by means of Functional Data Anal-
ysis (FDA) to uncover the influence of prosodic structure and of word-initial glottalisation on tongue
dynamics in contexts in which /r/-sandhi can occur.

In Southern British English word-final /r/ is normally not articulated, e.g. cider as /"saId@/, but
/r/-sandhi can take place if a word-initial vowel follows [6], e.g. cider apples can be pronounced
as /"saId@"ræp@lz/. In the traditional view word-initial glottalisation blocks sandhi, however it is
possible that both phenomena could co-occur, as [11] found for English /l/.

The data in the present study consists of ultrasound tongue images of native English and of
English-accented German speech. The choice of the L1 English-L2 German language pair is
motivated by the frequent word-initial glottalisations in German [10], which are supposed to af-
fect sandhi occurrence. In English, word-initial glottalisations are less frequent and influenced by
prosodic structure: they are more likely to occur at phrase boundaries and pitch accented words [7].
The interplay of exernal sandhi and word-initial glottalisation requires to be studied further [11].

The transfer of external sandhi in the interlanguage has been seldom investigated and with
conflicting results [12]. Regarding glottalisation, studies on German and on Czech native speakers
indicate that they transfer the frequent word-initial glottalisations from their native language to their
English productions [4, 3].

We hypothesise that tongue dynamics as well as the occurrence of /r/-sandhi are influenced by
prosodic structure, not by word-initial glottalisation. Regarding the transfer of external sandhi to
the interlanguage, we propose two alternative hypotheses: a) transfer takes place, b) speakers do
not apply sandhi-rules to their L2 and treat each word as a separate unit, as in the word integrity
hypothesis suggested by [5].

We carried out simultaneous acoustic and tongue ultrasound recordings of English native speak-
ers reading English and German sentences which were answers to questions. The sentences con-
tained a sequence of two words, word 1 and word 2, in which word 1 ended with /r/, /n/ or /i/
and word 2 started with a low vowel. Between the two words there was a phrase boundary or not,
and word 2 could be accented or deaccented, thus phrasing and focus were varied according to four
possible combinations. The sentences were repeated six times for a total of 144 sentences. The
following is an example of the phrase-medial deaccented condition with word-final /r/ in English
(target words in bold):

Question: If Klingons love baked apples, what else do they like?
Answer: Besides baked apples, cider apples are very popular.

Tongue movements were captured by means of a high-speed Sonix RP ultrasound system with
121.5 frames per second. The measured coordinates were 42 equidistant radials (fanlines) centered
at the ultrasound probe. For each speaker we identified the fanline along which the tongue tip
showed maximum displacement (see Figure 1) [9] and we calculated tongue tip velocity along that
fanline with the software AAA [1]. Velocity was calculated from the onset of the last syllable of
word 1 until the offset of the first vowel of word 2, e.g. from the closure of the /d/ in cider until the
offset of the first vowel in apples.



Figure 1: Selected fan line (14) in black
for the analysis of tongue tip velocity for
speaker en003; tongue contours in red (mid-
sagittal view, tongue tip on the right).
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Figure 2: Velocity contours (mm/sec) for
speaker en003 in the phrase-medial deac-
cented condition with final /r/; underlying
glottal phenomena: g_0 = no glottalisation,
g_Cr = creaky voice, g_Gs = glottal stop.

The tongue tip velocity contours (see example in Figure 2) were analysed by means of Func-
tional Principal Component Analysis (FPCA) [8]. The resulting principal component scores were
fitted to Linear Mixed Models [2].

Results will be reported and discussed in light of the models presented above.
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